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	PROCESS STEP
	DESCRIPTION
	EXAMPLE

	The Idea
	Inventor has an idea for a new item or modification of existing product that meets a need.
	

	A Model
	Several experimental designs created, best is chosen and “working model” chosen.
	

	Choosing Materials
	Materials chosen for components. Items needing heating cost more, rare items must be shipped in. Recyclable materials = tax break?
	

	Research
	Not all ideas are good. Inventors check how people would use the product. Maybe learn more about materials or improvements.
	

	Improving the Design
	After research, maybe change design to make product more durable/reliable/cheaper to make/easier to use.
	

	Prototype
	Make 1st working model, using final materials to see if it works as imagined. 
	

	Market Research
	Gather info. How many should be made. How many people want it, how much would they pay. Should we redesign to make it cheaper?
	

	Preparing for Production
	Manufacturer decides where to mass produce it. Hire/train staff, build/modify factory. Get permission from gov’t.
	

	Production
	Begins making it.
	

	Advertising
	Telling the customer about it.
	

	Distribution
	Product is sent to retailers or directly to customers.
	

	Buying Decision
	Consumers have choice among brands. Which is useful/costs less to buy/use?
	

	End
	Done with product. Disposal?
	


