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Canada: A People’s History Index 
 
Prepared by Karen Simonson and Gerald Friesen, University of Manitoba 
 
With the assistance of Jacinthe Duval and Joe Friesen and the support of the History Department, University of Manitoba 
 
 
Episode 1 - When the World Began - 15,000 B.C. to 1800 A.D. 
 
Opening Vignette 2:06-6:11 Series introduction 

 
Episode Beginning   6:50-14:04 Shawnadithit/Beothuk, first people in North America 

 
The Crossing   14:04-21:35 Creation myths, landbridge, ice age, first peoples, ceremonial grave site in 

Labrador 
Women and Men 21:35-25:35 Blackfoot legend of Old Man (Napi) 

 
Visionquest 25:35-29:35 Napi legends continue, visionquests 

 
Running Across the Sky 29:35-34:19 Inuit culture, creation legends 

 
War 34:19-44:37 Storytelling, dances, warriors and warparties, torture ceremony, Iroquois 

confederacy 
 

Into the Unknown   44:37-49:21 Brendan legend, Vikings; fall of Constantinople and Europe’s routes to Asia 
 

 A Continent of Nations   49:21-57:15 Hundreds of bands and many cultures, Shawnadithit, Beothuk extinction, 
voyages to America by Europeans 
 

[Transition] 57:15 B 59:16 Cartier, Hudson, Northwest passage to China 
 

New Lands 59:16-1,06:08 Christopher Columbus, John Cabot, New Found Land, fish (cod), 50 slaves to 
Lisbon 
 

The Land God Gave to Cain 1,06:08-
1,11:48 

Cartier, bartering, lands claimed for France, Donnacona’s sons go to Europe 
 

Hochelaga 1,11:48-
1,20:46 

Cartier’s voyages, Canada, Mont Rôyale, tobacco, winter at Stadacona, scurvy 
 

A Star Was Lost in the Sky 1,20:46-
1,24:04 

Donnacona and sons feast on ship, taken to Europe, André Thevet 

Northwest Passage   1,24:04-
1,30:00 

Henry Hudson, search for arctic route to China 

Pacific 1:30,00-
1,34:41 

James Cook, looking for outlet of Northwest passage, Cook’s men and 
Aboriginal women 
 

An Air of Savage 
Magnificence 

1,34:41-
1,39:14 

Tradeship Boston, massacre of crew, John Jewitt (blacksmith) and Maquinna 
 

Captivity 1,39:14-
1,46:32 

Jewitt’s captivity and rescue 
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Episode 2 - Adventurers and Mystics - 1540 to 1670 
 
Opening Vignette   1:44-5:00 Spain in America, Aztecs, conquistadors, gold and jewels, Raleigh 

 
Episode Beginning   5:40-17:20 Martin Frobisher, search for Northwest passage, Inuit, gold ore 

 
The Lost Colony   17:20-24:50 Newfoundland, codfish, John Guy’s colonists, Cooper’s Cove, Beothuk 

 
Champlain=s Gamble 24:50-34:06 Tadoussac, furtrade, Champlain, founding of Quebec, scurvy 

 
The Price of Friendship 34:06-41:04 Montagnais and Algonquin, Iroquois cut off from trade, military alliances 

 
A Frenchman in 
Huronia 

41:04-48:17 Etienne Brulé with the Hurons, Champlain visits Huronia, Sagard vs. coureurs 
de bois 
 

A Precarious Colony 48:17-55:57 Champlain to France to promote a full colony, Company of 100 Associates, 
surrender of Quebec to Kirkes (English) 
 

Black Robes in the 
Dark Forest 

55:57-
1,02:36 

Jesuit missionaries 

A Holy City in the 
Wilderness 

1,02:36-
1,09:53 

Religious warfare in France, Marie de l’Incarnation, Society of Notre Dame de 
Montreal, Jeanne Mance 
 

Death of a Nation   1,09:53-
1,16:34 

Disease, Hurons hold Jesuits responsible, Huronia destroyed 

Great Expectations   1,16:34-
1,29:08 

Siege of Quebec, Royal colony, Marquis de Salières, governor Courcelles, 
scorched earth campaign against Iroquois 
 

The Daughters of the 
King   

1,29:08-
1,38:07 

Jean Talon, Colbert, Marie Claude Chamois, Filles du Roi 

Birth of the Canadiens   1,38:07-
1,45:34 

Most men engagés/indentured servants, many return to France; Europe at war, 
1000 young women in 7 years 
 

 
 
 
Episode 3 - Claiming the Wilderness - 1670 to 1755 
 
Opening Vignette   1:46-

4:53 
La Salle, Gulf of Mexico, Louisana 

Episode Beginning  5:36-
14:24 

Coureurs de bois, Colbert’s policy to limit expansion, English-Iroquois alliance, 
Frontenac’s disobedience, devastating results of alcohol 
 

The First Colonial 
War   

14:24-
23:13 

Network of alliances, Perrot, French-English war, Lachine, guerilla raids on 
Schenectady, Phipps, seven years of war 
 

The Great Peace   23:13-
28:56 

Furs rot in France, epidemics in New France, Kondiaronk, Governor Callières, Great 
Peace of 1701 
 

1749 Was a Very 
Good Year 

28:56-
37:33 

Per Kalm (Swedish naturalist) describes New France, seigneuries in St. Lawrence 
river valley, horseracing (winter pastime), Elizabeth Bigot and scandals 
 

  The Oath   37:33- Acadia, oath to new king, Louisbourg 
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42:01 
The Great 
Dispersal   

42:01-
50:11 

Halifax (English fortress), Governor Charles Lawrence demands new oath, 1755 : 
expulsion of Acadians 
 

 
 
 
Episode 4 - Battle for a Continent - 1754 to 1775 
 
Opening Vignette 4:49-5:15 Natives burning settlements, story of English and French lovers, introduction to 

Seven Years War 
 

Episode Beginning   5:55-11:11 Ben Franklin, American colonies, expansion, French-Indian alliance, Acadia 
 

The Governor and 
the General 

11:11-
16:27 

Vaudreuil, Montcalm, Montcalm’s victories at Fort Oswego and Fort William Henry, 
Louisbourg campaign 
 

A Deterring and 
Dreadful Vengeance 

16:27-
23:22 

Invasion of Canada, Wolfe 

The Inevitable Hour   23:22-
29:41 

Versailles (Mme. De Pompadour), Bougainville, British attack imminent 

The River of Fire   29:41-
37:13 

French fire boat attack fails, bombardment, famine 

Divided Councils, 
Desperate Plans   

37:13-
44:35 

Wolfe vs. officers, Townsend, British attack fails (Beauport), burning of New 
France, Montgomery 
 

The Plains of 
Abraham   

44:35-
55:35 

Wolfe’s gamble at Plains of Abraham, Montcalm responds quickly, battle lines are 
set 
 

[Transition] 55:35-
56:21 

 

[The Battle] 56:21-
1,07:43 

 

The Winter   1,07:43-
1,14:07 

British celebrations, Governor James Murray, Montreal’s winter of rebuilding, 
recovery of French army under Lévis, British starving in Quebec 
 

The Tide of Fortune 1,14:07-
1,22:20 

Lévis to Quebec to retake city, French victory, both sides waiting for reinforcement, 
British arrive first, Lévis retreats to Montreal, Vaudreuil negotiations, British 
concede religious freedom 
 

Carving the Spoils   1,22:20-
1,30:14 

Aboriginal Resistance, Pontiac (Ottawa), small pox blankets in silver boxes (germ 
warfare), Royal Proclamation 
 

The World Turned 
Upside Down   

1,30:14-
1,40:05 

Treaty of Paris 1763, Governor Murray finds ally in Bishop Briand, French-English 
tensions 
 

The Quebec Act   1,40:05-
1,46:00 

Guy Carleton replaces Murray, unrest in American colonies, Intolerable Acts, 
François Baby to London, 1774 Quebec Act, American Revolution 
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Episode 5 - A Question of Loyalties 1775 to 1815 
 
Opening Vignette 1:45-3:46 American Revolution, loyalty to Britain 

 
Episode Beginning 4:30-12:45 Quebec loyal to Britain, Governor Carlton, Thomas Walker recruiting rebels, 

George Washington 
 

 Invasion 12:45-20:53 Benedict Arnold at Quebec, Montreal under siege and surrenders, Carleton to 
Quebec 
 

The Siege 20:53-25:53 Battle, Americans surrender, British reinforcements 
 

The World Turned 
Upside Down 

25:53-32:05 Declaration of Independence, Enemies of American Liberty, thousands of 
refugees to Canada, Butler’s Rangers 
 

His Majesty’s Loyal 
Allies 

32:05-38:57 Joseph Brant and Aboriginal Loyalists 

Exile   38:57-43:21 Black refugees to New York, 1783 Loyalists leaving New York, many to Nova 
Scotia 
 

Nova Scotia   43:21-49:21 John Parr (Nova Scotia governor), Loyalists, winter in tents and barracks, 
Bridgetown 
 

The Upper Country   49:21-56:36 Butler’s Rangers and Niagara Peninsula, New Brunswick founded, separate 
colonies in Upper and Lower Canada, John Graves Simcoe 
 

Democracy & Dissent 
  

56:36-
1,03:20 

Governor James Craig, Napoléon, Pierre Bédard and  Le Canadien newspaper, 
Upper Canadian Guardian (Joseph Willcocks) 
 

A  Mere Matter of 
Marching 

1,03:20-
1,08:27 

War of 1812, Isaac Brock, Tecumseh, Madison declares war on British 

The Detroit Bluff   1,08:27-
1,14:53 

Fort Detroit seige, William Hull’s surrender 

Queenston Heights   1,14:53-
1,21:55 

Fort George, invasion, counterattacks fail, John Norton, Scott surrenders 

Tecumseh’s Last 
Stand 

1,21:55-
1,30:18 

William Henry Harrison (Indiana governor), American and British fleets in Lake 
Erie, British abandon Fort Detroit, Brock’s death, Tecumseh 
 

Canadians Know How 
to Fight 

1,30:18-
1,36:10 

Châteauguay river, Canadian militia, second American invasion fails 

Traitors & Heroes   1,36:10-
1,45:46 

Burlington Heights, execution of traitors, Joseph Willcocks, Canadian Turncoats, 
Lundy’s Lane, 1814 Peace Treaty 
 

 
 
Episode 6 - Pathfinders  - 1670 to 1850 
 
Opening Vignette 2:30-5:42 David Thompson, as HBC clerk to Churchill 

 
Episode Beginning 6:24-13:10 Des Groseilliers & Radisson, fur trade, Charles II created HBC 

 
The River Route 13:10-18:10 Western Interior, Pierre de la Vérendrye 
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Life at the Bay 18:10-22:34 David Thompson, fur trade, Cree 

 
A Journey to the North 22:34-28:43 Samuel Hearne, search for rumoured copper mine, expedition, Bloody Falls 

attack 
 

The Nor' Westers 28:43-33:09 English vs. French systems of fur trade, North West Company, HBC moves 
inland 
 

In The Shadow Of The 
Rockies 

33:09-38:01 Thompson travels to the Rockies, Piegan & story of smallpox epidemic 

The Voyageurs 38:01-42:30 Fur trade continues to grow, Daniel Harmon, voyageurs, portages 
 

The Winterer 42:30-47:11 Cree/Assiniboine, Harmon, country marriages, Métis 
 

Looking at Stars 47:11-50:42 Thompson studies surveying, the key to map making; charts the North west 
 

From Canada By Land 50:42-56:17 Alexander Mackenzie, 1793 overland journey 
 

[Transition] 56:17-57:03  
 57:03-

1,01:11 
Thompson leaves HBC and joins NW Co. 

 The Columbia 1,01:11-
1,11:22 

Thompson goes deep into Rockies enroute to Pacific, Astor and Pacific Fur 
trade Co., Fort Astoria, Thompson reaches Pacific 
 

The Selkirk Settlers 1,11:22-
1,19:08 

NW Co. overextended, Métis and buffalo, Lord Selkirk and settlers along the 
Red River 
 

Seven Oaks 1,19:08-
1,23:40 

Pemmican Proclamation, Fort Gibraltar, violence at Seven Oaks, 1821 NW Co. 
merger with HBC 
 

The Little Emperor 1,23:40-
1,29:47 

George Simpson, reorganizes company, character book, his country marriages 
and marriage to Frances Simpson 
 

The Masterwork 1,29:47-
1,33:12 

Thompson and marriage, returns to East, map project 

The Gold Rush 1,33:12-
1,41:00 

Fraser River gold rush, Fort Victoria, Governor James Douglas, Cariboo, 
William Barker & Barkerville 
 

A New Era 1,41:00-
1,45:10 

Talk of railways, beaver hats going out of style, Thompson=s journals 

 
 
 
Episode 7  - Rebellion & Reform -  1815 to 1850 
 
Opening Vignette 2:32-5:39 The Hunters, planning for rebellion and a republic, episode introduction 

 
Episode Beginning 6:15-17:01 Wood replaces fur, ship building, immigration, Catherine Parr Traill, settlement, 

Upper Canada pioneer life, seigneuries in Lower Canada 
 

Three Angry Men 17:01-25:46 Muckrakers in the press, William Lyon Mackenzie, Family Compact, Joseph 
Howe, La Minerve, Parti Patriote, Louis Joseph Papineau 
 

A Horrible Year 25:46-33:21 1832, Montreal by-election, election riots, cholera epidemic 
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A Seething Anger 33:21-38:50 1834, Patriotes, 92 Resolutions, John Molson, W.L. Mackenzie, Seventh Report 

on Grievance, Howe 
 

On The Eve of 
Rebellion 

38:50-47:13 1837, public protests, Papineau and Mackenzie mobilize supporters 

The Die is Cast 47:13-56:00 Violence in Lower Canada, Two Mountains & Richelieu Valley, British troops vs. 
Patriotes, Wolfred Nelson, battle at St Denis 
 

[Transition] 56:00-56:41  
The Explosion 56:46-

1,06:18 
Battle of St Charles, Montgomery’s Tavern, Toronto 

The Last Stand 1,06:18-
1,12:23 

Two Mountains, St Eustache, battle in the church, Papineau exiled 

The Calm Between 
The Storms 

1,12:23-
1,22:42 

Hunters’  Lodge, Durham, second rebellion in Lower Canada; in Upper Canada 
border raids and defeat at Windsor 
 

The Union of The 
Canadas 

1,22:42-
1,34:49 

Durham=s report in London, Howe’s duel, Baldwin-LaFontaine alliance, 1841 Act 
of Union, high treason trials, Australian exile 
 

Vindication 1,34:49-
1,43:12 

Relaxing of imperial political and economic control, Howe and Responsible 
Government in Nova Scotia, Rebellion Losses Bill, fire in Parliament 
 

An End And A 
Beginning 

1,43:12-
1,46:17 

Peace and Prosperity, Baldwin, LaFontaine, W.L. Mackenzie, Papineau, Howe 
(champion of railway) 
 

 
 
 
Episode 8 - The Great Enterprise - 1850  to 1867 
 
Opening Vignette 2:32-5:45 Opium, Isabella and John A. Macdonald 

 
Episode Beginning 6:22-11:04 Amelia Harris, American Civil War, Joseph Howe, volunteers for militia 

 
I am a French Canadian 11:04-16:56 George-Étienne Cartier, Montreal 

 
A Sly Fox 16:56-21:23 Macdonald, Susan Agnes Bernard, railways 

 
We Have Two Countries 21:23-25:85 George Brown and The Globe, Equal Representation vs. Rep by Pop, Cartier 

and Macdonald 
 

The People of British 
North  America 

25:58-28:05 First Nations and demographic survey of British North America 

The Underground 
Railroad 

28:05-33:13 Slavery illegal in Upper Canada, Harriet Tubman, anti-slavery societies, 
societies to end Black immigration 
 

Hope Gate 33:13-40:50 Irish peasantry and famine, eviction and emigration, Coffin Ships, Grosse Île, 
Irish orphans, Young Ireland, Thomas D’Arcy McGee 
 

City of Wealth 40:50-44:45 Montreal, William Notman and photography, Grand Trunk Railway 
 

A Winter of Utter Misery 44:45-49:55 Tilly & prohibition, alcohol, child labour in factories and urban poverty, Jane 
Slocombe (Mother Superior of Grey Nuns), abandoned children 
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To Have the Power 49:55-56:01 George Brown to England, Anne Nelson, visits British Parliament, Macdonald 

and Cartier extend hand to Brown, the Great Coalition 
 

[Transition] 56:03-56:40  
Strangers in 
Charlottetown 

56:49-
1,02:03 

Canadian government delegation to Charlottetown, Maritime Union or 
Confederation 
 

Three Weeks in Québec 1,02:03-
1,19:16 

Québec Conference 1864, Grand Ball, St Albans raid 

Let Their Memory be 
Dark 

1,19:16-
1,25:40 

Institut Canadien, Rouges and the Catholic Church, Confederation debated in 
the Canadas 
 

Good Management and 
Means 

1,25:40-
1,34:53 

The Maritime colonies, Fenian brotherhood raids 

A Great Revolution 1,34:53-
1,40:29 

London Conference 1866 

 July 1, 1867 1,40:29-
1,46:16 

John A. Macdonald as Prime Minister, Brown’s ode, celebrations 

 
 
 
Episode 9 - From Sea to Sea - 1867 to 1873 
 
Opening Vignette 2:31-5:12 Louis Riel to Montreal, Canada in the late 1860s 

 
Episode Beginning 5:52-

15:04 
The assassination of D’Arcy McGee 

If We are Rebels 15:04-
22:16 

Louis Riel, HBC and Rupert’s Land, Nov. 2 1869 seizure of Fort Garry 

War is Upon Us 22:16-
26:37 

Red River’s Provisional Government 

A Single Act of Severity 26:37-
35:08 

Thomas Scott executed, Red River delegation travels to Ottawa, Manitoba Act,  
Wolseley expedition, Riel in exile in U.S. 
 

Tie the Oceans 
Together 

35:08-
42:35 

British Columbia, 1864 – 1871 

For the Good of This 
Dominion 

42:35-
50:00 

Railways and politics, 1872 scandal, Liberals win 1874 election 

 
 
 
 
Episode 10 - Taking The West  - 1873 to 1896 
 
Special opening   2:25-6:34 About filming the series 

 
Episode Beginning 6:34-14:59 Blackfoot, missionaries, whiskey trade and the NWMP 

 
Pulling Up Stakes 14:59-21:20 Eastern economic depression and migration to Western Canada 

 
The Newcomers   21:20-28:00 Winnipeg as gateway to West; St. Boniface and Bishop Taché and the New 

England French-Canadians 
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Pieces of Pemmican 28:00-33:40 White settlers, Crowfoot, Poundmaker, Treaties 6 and 7 

 
Fancy Paper City 33:40-40:02 Macdonald, protective tariffs and the railway, Winnipeg’s economic boom 

 
That Little Wooden 
Box 

40:02-45:56 The CPR route change, Edmonton’s frustration 

The Land Of 
Discontent   

45:56-55:42 Big Bear, Crowfoot, and Métis grievances 

[Transition] 55:42-56:47  
Opening story 57:00-

1,05:15 
Riel’s Métis resistance movement 

The Siege 1,05:15-
1,12:41 

Fort Edmonton, Frog Lake, Big Bear 

Batoche   1,12:41-
1,22:32 

Middleton, Dumont, and Riel’s surrender 

The Trial   1,22:32-
1,31:24 

High treason, insanity defense 

“They Hanged Him” 1,31:24-
1,38:53 

The execution, Quebec reaction, natives executed at Fort Battleford, 

 Ocean To Ocean   1,38:53-
1,46:04 

Macdonald’s trip West, Edmonton’s first mayor, Crowfoot, and residential 
schools 

 
 
 
Episode 11 - The Great Transformation -  1896 to 1915 
 
Opening vignette 2:19-4:49 Peasants in Eastern Europe, immigration 

 
Episode Beginning 5:26-14:29 Klondike Goldrush, Martha Purdy (later Black), Chilkoot Pass, Dawson City 

 
"The Sunny Way"   14:29-21:37 Wilfrid Laurier, Emily Lavergne, Manitoba Schools Question, 

 
 "Not a Practical Mind"   21:37-26:33 Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, Boer War, Henri Bourassa 
The Last Best West 26:33-34:29 Petro Svarich, immigration to West, Clifford Sifton 

 
The Mines & The 
Minds 

34:29-40:27 Cape Breton and Dominion Coal Co., Marconi and radiowaves, Alexander 
Graham Bell and the Silver Dart 
 

A Nation of Cities 40:27-49:19 Niagara and Ontario Hydro, Montreal’s Square Mile and the working class, 
Desjardins and the Caisse Populaire 
 

A New Map of Canada 49:19-56:00 Prairies and new provinces, Bourassa and the desire for French presence in 
West 
 

[Transition] 56:00-56:38  
"Fight Fire With Fire"    56:49-

1,04:21 
Womens rights, prohibition and suffrage, Nellie (Mooney) McClung in Manitoba 
 

Strangers Within Our 
Gates 

1,04:21-
1,10:31 

Winnipeg, J.S. Woodsworth, Social Gospel and the condition of new 
immigrants 
 

Gold Mountain 1,10:31-
1,17:56 

British Columbia, Chinese immigration, head tax, 1907 Riots 

"For God, Queen and 1,17:56- John McCrae (doctor and aspiring poet), Boer War, European arms race 
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Country" 1,22:23 
"I Am Canadian First" 1,22:23-

1,30:04 
Laurier and Naval Services Bill, Le Devoir(Bourassa), Free Trade 

Bourassa and the 
Bishop   

1,30:04-
1,33:55 

Eucharistic Congress, Bishop of Westminster, Bourassa 

Attacked From All 
Sides      

1:33:55-
1,40:04 

Reciprocity, Robert Borden, 1911 election, Komagata Maru 

"It Will Be A Terrible 
War" 

1,40:04-
1,46:23 

John McCrae, Ypres, chlorine gas (German secret weapon), In Flanders Field 

    
 
 
Episode 12  - Ordeal by Fire  - 1915 to 1929 
 
Opening vignette 2:19-5:44 Canon Frederick Scott, The Somme, Harry Scott’s death, episode introduction 

 
Episode Beginning 6:25-16:39 Frederick Varley and war artists, enlistment/ recruitment, internments, French 

Canada, Japanese/black/aboriginal enlistment, Nellie McClung 
 

Our Investment of 
Blood 

16:39-
25:26 

Elsa Mitchener, Red Cross Work, Nursing Sisters, Elections Act, suffragists, Henri 
Bourassa/Stephen Leacock, prohibition, Temperance groups and Dry Canada 
 

Go Out and Meet 
Death Bravely 

25:26-
35:07 

Trench warfare, Western front, Somme offensive, shellshock, Borden 

The Spoils of War 35:07-
42:20 

Joseph Flavelle, Ross Rifle, Sam Hughes, women’s munitions work 

The Battle of Vimy 
Ridge 

42:20-
49:16 

Arthur Currie, Claude Williams, preparations for attack, the artillery’s Vimy glide, 
Canadian victory 
 
 

City of Sorrow 49:16-
55:51 

Halifax explosion 

[Transition] 55:51-
56:28 

 

A Broken Promise 56:38-
1,09:49 

Borden, conscription, Quebec reaction, language issue in Ontario, Bourassa, Laurier, 
conscription debate, J.S. Woodsworth, Fred Dixon, Coalition Government, War-Time 
Election Act, riot, Laurier’s death 
 

A Painful Peace 1,09:49-
1,17:34 

Armistice signed, celebrations, Spanish influenza, McClung, Veterans’ pension, 
Treaty of Versailles and League of Nations 
 

The Winnipeg 
General Strike 

1,17:34-
1,28:51 

Helen Armstrong, Fred Dixon, the Strike, Arthur Meighen, Woodsworth, Western 
Labor News, Citizen’s Committee of 1000, Bloody Saturday 
 

We'll Hoe Our Own 
Row 

1,28:51-
1,37:03 

Agnes MacPhail, W.C. Good and United Farmers of Ontario, Henry Wise Wood and 
United Farmers of Alberta, Irene Parlby, Persons Case 
 

At The Mercy Of 
Our Neighbours 

1,37:03-
1,46:12 

Montreal, city life, emigration to USA, American investment in Canada, automobiles, 
cinema, radio, stock market crash 
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Episode 13 - Hard Times - 1929 to 1940 
 
Opening Vignette 02:00 -  6:05 Immigration 

 
Episode Beginning 6:05 - 12:06 Work, R.B. Bennett, wheat, W.L.M. King 

 
Descent Into Chaos 12:06 - 19:43 Vagrancy, relief, Newfoundland 

 
An Era Being Born    19:43 - 25:09 Jazz (Montreal), art 

 
The Enemies Within 
  

25:09 - 32:17 Russia/Stalin/Communism, General McNaughton and work camps, deportation, 
fascism 
 

Needles and Pins     32:17 -  37:14 Work, H.H. Stephens & labour practices, Eaton=s as employer 
 

Blown Away      37:14 - 41:24 Drought on Prairies 
 

Dear Mr. Prime 
Minister   

41:24 - 48:12 R.B. Bennett and letters to him from impoverished Canadians 

The End of the Line  
  

48:12 - 56:01 President F.D. Roosevelt and New Deal, Canadian labour camps, Vancouver 
strike, On-to-Ottawa Trek 
 

[Transition] 56:00 - 57:50  
A Clean Sweep    57:50 - 

1,01:50 
Maurice Duplessis and Quebec, William Aberhart and Alberta, Mitchell Hepburn 
and Ontario 
 

A League of Her 
Own   

1,01:50 - 
1,06:52 

Senator Cairine Wilson, fascism, League of Nations 

The Politics of Hope 
   

1,06:52 - 
1,12:33 

Prairies, Aberhart and Social Credit; CCF victory in Saskatchewan 

Love and War     1,12:33 - 
1,19:03 

Spanish Civil War, Dr. Norman Bethune 

The Grip Tightens   1,19:03 - 
1,24:30 

Premier Duplessis, Quebec’s Back to the Land movement and the Padlock law 
 

Mr. King Goes To 
Berlin    

1,24:30 - 
1,29:46 

Spain, fascism, King’s visit to Hitler 

Our Only Hope Is 
Canada   

1,29:46 - 
1,35:24 

Nazism, Senator Cairine Wilson lobbies for refugees, Immigration policy and 
Frederick Blair 
 

Canada Goes To 
War    

1,35:24 - 
1,46:00 

Germany invades Poland, Phony War 1939-1940, voluntary enlistment in 
Canada 
 

 
 
 
Episode 14 - The Crucible - 1940 to 1946 
 
Opening vignette   2:11 - 5:40 Second World War in Europe 

 
Episode Beginning 7:31 - 14:25 Churchill, King, National Resources Mobilization Act, internment camps, 

Joint Defense (with U.S.) 
 

The Razor's Edge     14:25 - 20:48 Battle of Britain 
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War Machine      20:48 - 28:26 War economy, Elsie McGill & the Hurricane (fighter plane), women’s 

work, munitions work 
 

"A Miserable, Rotten, 
Hopeless Life” 

28:26 - 34:29 U-boats, Canadian Navy and the Battle of the Atlantic 

The Dispossessed     34:29 - 41:33 Pearl Harbour, Japanese Canadians, internment camps 
 

A Rip In The Fabric   41:33 - 48:14 Conscription issue, national plebiscite on conscription, Quebec riot 
 

Dieppe    48:14 - 55:48  
[Transition]   
Sacrifice and Secrets   56:34 - 

1,02:10 
Alaska highway, North West Territories uranium mine 

The War Comes Home   1,02:10 - 
1,07:31 

Gulf of St Lawrence U-boat attacks, women=s enlistment, Victory 
Bonds 
 

On The Attack     1,07:31 - 
1,13,43 

Air Force/ Bombing, Italian campaign and Ortona 

Of Elephants And Chickens  
  

1,13:43 - 
1,21:10 

War-time Economy, CCF and Tommy Douglas, Plans for Postwar 
Reconstruction 
 

The Cauldron     1,21:10 - 
1,31:40 

Operation Overlord, Normandy, D-Day, Battle of Falaise 

The Diligent Tailor     1,31:40 - 
1,38:49 

Conscription, J.L. Ralston and General McNaughton, Louis St. Laurent 

The Price of Victory    1,38:49 - 
1,46:00 

Spring 1945, liberation of concentration camps, atomic bombs on 
Japan; homecoming 
 

 
 
 
 
Episode 15: Comfort And Fear - 1946 to 1964 
 
Opening vignette    2:19 - 5:33 Igor Gouzenko 

 
Episode Beginning   6:06 -  14:05 Refugees, Displaced Persons, Japanese relocation 

 
"From Sea To Sea"   14:05 - 21:04 Newfoundland & Joey Smallwood, Nation vs. Colony vs. Confederation 

 
"Refus Global"     21:04 - 28:20 Modern Quebec, Manifesto Refus Global 

 
Boom     28:20 - 34:19 Alberta oil and Leduc discovery; Kitimat, B.C. aluminum smelters 

 
Seeing Red    34:19 - 40:48 Lester Pearson, Cold War, NATO, Korean War, Red Scare 

 
Affluence For Almost All 
  

40:48 - 47:36 New jobs, suburbs, women=s work, consumerism 

"On Guard For Thee"    47:36 - 55:55 U.S. military presence, Suez Crisis 1956, Pearson and UN, Cold War 
 

[Transition]   
First Tremors     56:42 - 1,03:55 The American Dream, Maurice Richard 
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A Prairie Storm     1,03:55 - 

1,11:47 
John Diefenbaker, Transcanada pipeline 

The Crossroads     1,11:47 - 
1,17:34 

Radio-Canada strike, Réné Lévesque 

Shifting Symbols 1,17:34 - 
1,21:03 

St. Lawrence Seaway, Queen’s visit 

"Time For Change" 1,21:03 - 
1,27:36 

Duplessis= death, Lévesque, Rassemblement pour L’Independence 
Nationale (RIN) 
 

The Fight For Medicare   1,27:36 - 
1,36:49 

Tommy Douglas, Medicare, Saskatchewan doctor’s strike 

The Shadow Of Nuclear 
War   

1,36:49 - 
1,46:07 

NORAD, Avro Arrow, Voice of Women, Cuban missile crisis, Pearson as 
Prime Minister 1963 
 

 
 
 
 
Episode 16:  Years Of Hope And Anger - 1964 to 1976 
 
Opening vignette    2:14 - 6:00 Moon landing, Quebec sovereigntism 

 
Episode Beginning 6:00-B 11:41 Youth, art as subversion, G. Grant’s Lament for a Nation 

 
<<Maître Chez Nous>> 
    

11:41 - 18:10 Quebec: homegrown culture, separatism, the Roman Catholic Church, 
education, Quiet Revolution 
 

The Planners Of 
Happiness    

18:10 - 25:29 B.C.: forestry, mining, damming of Columbia River; Newfoundland relocation; 
Halifax: Africville 
 

A Question Of Equality 
   

25:29 - 33:34 Women’s work, the Pill, abortion 

Under A New Flag    33:34 - 42:31 Créditistes, CN and Donald Gordon, FLQ, Bilingualism/Biculturalism, new flag, 
Pierre Eliott Trudeau 
 

Going Down The Road 
  

42:31 - 47:49 Atlantic economy, Ontario jobs 

<<Vive le Québec 
Libre>>    

47:49 - 55:24 Expo 1967, Charles de Gaulle, 1968 election and Trudeaumania 

[Transition]   
Do Your Own Thing    56:10 - 

1,03:09 
Youth culture, student uprising, radicalism 

Taking Back The Past 
  

1,03:09 - 
1,10:22 

First Nations, Harold Cardinal, Jean Chrétien, Bluequill School (AB) 

Language Wars    1,10:22 - 
1,17:30 

Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism, New Brunswick 
language conflicts, Official Languages Act 
 

October 1970    1,17:30 - 
1,26:32 

James Cross, FLQ, Pierre Laporte, War Measures Act 

A Most Fundamental 
Choice    

1,26:32 - 
1,32:45 

Women’s movement, Royal Commission on Status of Women, Henry 
Morgenthaler 
 

The End Of Illusions    1,32:45 - 
1,39:22 

Government workers strike; OPEC and Middle East wars, Alberta oil 
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A Winning Strategy     1,39:22 - 

1,45:51 
Lévesque and PQ, Étapism, strikes, 1976 Quebec election 

 
 
 
Episode 17: In An Uncertain World - 1976 to 1990 
 
Opening vignette   2:16 - 5:39 Refugees 

 
Episode Beginning 5:39 - 14:48 Alberta oil, control of energy resources, Premier Peter Lougheed and 

western regionalism 
 

The Choice    12:48 - 22:23 Quebec and Parti Québecois, Referendum on Sovereignty 1980 
 

 Hard Times   22:23 - 27:12 Inflation, recession, unemployment 
 

Solidarity    27:12 - 31:33 B.C. and Premier Bill Bennett, Solidarity coalition 
 

"The Night Of The Long 
Knives"   

31:33 - 41:17 Canadian Constitution and Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Gang of 
Eight and Trudeau 
 

"The World Was Mine"   41:17 - 50:19 Rights of women, Montreal massacre of 1989 
 

A Changing Face     50:19 - 57:23 New immigration, racism, Baltej Singh Dhillon/RCMP, Terry Fox 
 

[Transition]   
The Computer Moves In    57:23 - 

1,03:15 
Microchip, computers, technological change and unemployment 

From The Ground Up    1,03:15 - 
1,11:37 

Environmental movement 

Land And Nation     1,11:37 - 
1,20:54 

Aboriginal land claims, Georges Erasmus, Elijah Harper, Oka Crisis 1990 

"Honour And Enthusiasm" 
   

1,20:54 - 
1,30:30 

Meech Lake Accord, Distinct society clause, Lucien Bouchard and Robert 
Bourassa 1988-1990 
 

Winners And Losers  
  

1,30:30 - 
1,41:20 

U.S. / Canada Free Trade Agreement 1988 

Epilogue: The Journey    1,41:20 - 
1,46:26 

Conclusion and behind-the-scenes visuals 
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